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Letter from the pastor

As summer begins, we are reminded once more how wonderful it is                         to be in North Carolina.
Especially here in the Triangle, opportunities to rest and find sabbath in the mountains or on the shoreline are
just a car ride away. Gathering by the lake or in one of our gorgeous parks for a campfire or cookout takes very
little planning. And should we want to stay in and out of the heat and gaze at the orange and purple sunset from
the window or porch, many of us have the great privilege of doing so. Thanks be to God for that!
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First, in light of the emergency repairs needed to the Sanctuary’s air conditioning unit, the Session is
refocusing efforts on much-needed building and grounds improvements and the required funding to
complete them. These improvements are part of our faithful stewardship of the sacred spaces with which
God has blessed us, ensuring their sustainability for years to come. 
Second, our Mission Ministry is coordinating conversations among members of the congregation and “Read
and Feed,” an after-school program whose purpose is to improve literacy in school-age children. An event is
scheduled for June 28 to learn more about the possibility of First Presbyterian becoming a parent in that
effort.
Finally, leaders, especially with Worship Ministry are looking to this fall and a special worship service in
September or October to commemorate the 70  anniversary of the founding of our Congregation. More
information will be forthcoming on these plans, to, as they develop.

th

So as we begin another summer together, dear church, I pray that each of you will have the opportunity for rest
and renewal amid the wonders of God’s creation. And I pray that we all will discover in that time, a new
possibility for welcoming, caring, for and inspiring our friends, neighbors, and even strangers to make a
difference in the world God so loves. 

The Lord Bless and Keep You,
Rev. Ben

And thanks be to God, also, for the true gift of such sabbath time: to rest in order that we may be refreshed and
recharged for service to the God of all creation! This call to Sabbath is so important in fact that Sabbath-
keeping, as you will remember, makes it into the top 10 commandments! 

This summer, our church will be taking on this Sabbath command in at least three important ways:

Dear Church,



In June, Worship will follow a 3-week series exploring how the 10 Commandments
relate to Christian Living. The series comes from the Narrative Lectionary with
commentary from Luther Seminary’s Rolf Jacobsen. By understanding the
commandments from both the perspective of ancient Israel (to whom they were
first given) and from the perspective of Jesus' summary of the “Greatest
Commandment,” we will gain insights and discover opportunities to love God and
neighbor fully and faithfully. 

After this brief series, Elder David Pease will be our primary worship leader and
preacher when Rev. Acton is away on Vacation on Sunday morning, June 28. Read
on for the scriptures and hymns that will be our source of worship in June! 

With respiratory illnesses prevalent, masks are optional but welcome at any gathering.
You can also attend online via Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofgarner

June 2026
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Worship News

June 7th: The Greatest Commandments: First Things First  
Texts: Mark 12:28-34, Exodus 19:1-6; 20:1-2
Hymns: 81 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken; 39 Great is
Thy Faithfulness
 
June 14th: The Greatest Commandments: Tuned into God
Texts: Matthew 22:34-40, Exodus 20:3-11
Hymns: 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise; 688 Spirit of
God, Descend Upon My Heart; 846 Fight the Good Fight

June 21st: The Greatest Commandments: Tuned Toward
Neighbor
Texts: Luke 10:25-29; Exodus 20:12-16
Hymns: 291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness; 203 Jesu, Jesu, Fill
Us With Your Love; 697 Take My Life
 
June 28th: David Pease Leading Worship
Texts: TBA
Hymns: 667 When Morning Guilds the Skies; 451 Open My
Eyes That I May See; 213 In The Cross of Christ, I Glory

Month at a glance

This is our Story!

Our annual Summer Worship Series returns in July! Share your favorite
scriptures and hymns with Rev. Acton during June! As many submissions as
possible will then be the songs and texts we share in worship on July 12, 19, 26,
and August 2



Have you seen the newest fashion trend? Of course you have! It's all over TikTok, YouTube, TV, and magazines these
days. But does it make you wonder what happened to all the trends and fads of yesteryear? What happens is that those
clothes are thrown away, only worn a few times, and left to rot in landfills or be burned.

June 2026
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earth care corner
The Hidden Danger of Fast Fashion

How can you help? The best way to do your part and not contribute to this waste is:
1. Buy clothing from companies that pay their workers a fair wage and don't harm the
environment. FashionChecker.org and GoodOnYou.eco are two websites you can use to
check on clothing before you purchase.
2. Donate any clothes you no longer want or that don't fit instead of throwing them away.
3. Don't buy clothing you will only wear a few times before getting rid of it.
By working together to stand against the current industry standard, we can inspire and
change in the textile business. We can only do this if we make a stand and hold our ground. 

The mass overproduction of clothing leads to nearly 82 pounds of clothing waste per person in the US every year, with
excess clothing ending up in massive, open-air landfills in the Global South. And if these clothes are burned instead, that
leads to the release of a cocktail of toxic chemicals, including carbon monoxide, hydrogen cyanide, and plastic
microfibers. The creation of these clothes is over 10% of total world carbon emissions, and worse, most of these cheap,
fast fashion clothes are produced in third-world sweatshops.

Brands will often source labor from countries with notoriously weak labor laws, subjecting workers to forced overtime,
wage theft, and grueling 14- to 16-hour days. Workers in these environments frequently handle dangerous chemicals
without proper ventilation and face extreme safety hazards, tragically highlighted by structural collapses like the Rana
Plaza disaster in Bangladesh that killed 1,134 garment workers. The supply chain relies heavily on marginalized
populations and children. Globally, less than 2% of garment workers earn a living wage.

The industry is also one of the leading consumers of water. Did you know one pair of jeans can take roughly 2000 gallons
of water to make? Textile dyeing also accounts for approximately 20% of global wastewater, often dumping toxic dyes
and "forever chemicals" (PFAS) directly into local water sources. More than 60% of textiles contain synthetic plastics like
polyester, which do not decompose. Laundering these synthetic garments releases hundreds of thousands of microfibers
into our oceans with every wash.



Each month, we share thanks for the ways God is working in, through, and among us. This month we offer gratitude for: 

The Congregation for flexibility in worshipping in the Fellowship Hall from April 19 to May 10! This includes cookie,
water, and lemonade providers, hands that set out and cleaned up those and other items, our AV Team, our
communion steward, staff, choir, elders, and deacons for steady leadership! 
Jerry Tannery and the Building and Grounds Ministry for coordinating a quicker-than-expected AC repair that had us
back in the sanctuary on May 17
Presbyterian Women and Men of the Church for a wonderful luncheon on May 17
 all participants who were part of Spring Fling on April 18! Over $1200 was raised for 
Deb Wallace, who is the 2026 recipient of the Presbyterian Women’s Honorary Life membership
David Pease, who is the 2026 recipient of the Man of the Year Award.
ALL Worship volunteers (liturgists, the leaders of our “Young At Heart” messages, our music leaders, and AV
operators), Bible Study Leaders, fellowship coordinators, and the many anonymous servants who show and share
God’s blessings to us.
ALL who serve in humble, unseen, ongoing ways. Your contributions mean so much to so many!
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Congrgational care

thanks be to god

Please call or email Rev Acton at pastor@firstpresbyterianchurchgarner.com to share!

Prayer: God, your grace and love compels our songs and prayers of thanks. Hear us as we thank you for a generosity of blessing
that we can neither earn nor accumulate by our own hands. May this humbling truth call us to greater devotion to blessing

others as you have blessed us. In Christ, we pray. Amen.



Members: Georgia Morrison, Edith Conyers, John Watkins, Anne Hopkins, Rose Gurkin, Carl Miller, Rosemary
Carmichael, Jean Smith, Ruby Miller-Ousley, Barbara Turpin, Andy Cook, Bruce and Gloria Oelke, Trish and Dave
Holmes, Audrey Oelke, Judy Hudson, Peggy Wilkins, Mary Jo Atkinson, Sandy Lee, Jeff Holland, Helen Losada, Tonya
Boykin, Martha Long, Bettie Hamilton, Dee Foster, Kay Carroll

Please contact the church office if anyone should be added or removed from the prayer list
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prayer list

Members: Georgia Morrison, Edith Conyers, John Watkins, Anne Hopkins, Rose Gurkin, Carl Miller, Rosemary
Carmichael, Jean Smith, Ruby Miller-Ousley, Barbara Turpin, Andy Cook, Bruce and Gloria Oelke, Trish and Dave
Holmes, Audrey Oelke, Judy Hudson, Peggy Wilkins, Mary Jo Atkinson, Sandy Lee, Jeff Holland, Helen Losada, Tonya
Boykin, Martha Long, Bettie Hamilton, Dee FosterMembers’ Families: Michael Regester (Losada’s grandson), Jim Cole
(Trish Holmes), Aleena Conner (Jeanne Conner), Wes Smith (Sandy Lee’s Brother-in-law), Charlie Merritt (Emily Lee’s
cousin), Candice Davis (Cheryle Prater), Linda Register (Cheryle Prater), Pat Cook (Andy Cook), Pat Ballew (Reggie
Foster), Vio Tapu (Regina Alexander), Sandra Wilkins Luther (Peggy Wilkins’ sister-in-law), Cheryl Weber (Jeanne
Conner's sister), Jonah Ekoule (Komivi Ekoule’s father), Rebekah Brewer (Trish and David Holmes’ daughter), Chris Chao
(Jeanne Conner), Bob Dickerson (Amy Conner’s father), Betty Mitchell (Harold Bagwell’s sister), Lynn Hobby (Ann
Bagwell’s sister-in-law), Donna Smith (Sandy Lee), Eric Lee (David Pease’s son-in-law), Richard Lee (Bill Lee’s brother),
Todd Lee (Sandy Lee), Lennon Fisher (Parks & Lorrie Icenhour’s niece), Reagan Bagwell (Ann Bagwell’s grandson), Lucy
Noles (Nancy Waldrop's sister-in-law), Martha Morgan (Emily Lee’s sister), Kristin Shulby (Mary Minor Shulby), Barbara
Wilkins (Linda Monroe’s sister), Keeley Ray (Cheryle Prater’s niece), Gary Foust (Regina Ekoule), Kristin, Brooklyn Hunt
(Mary Minor Shulby), Mike Carmichael (Rosemary Carmichael’s son), Kaye Ratliff (Reggie Foster’s cousin), David Taylor
(Carrie Dixon-Cash’s uncle), Al Knabe (Neal Knabe’s father), Kimberly Collins (Bonnie Bowling’s niece), Paul
vanDoornewaald (Wanda vanDoornewaald), Nancy Light (Carrie Dixon-Cash)

For the World: Neighbors near and far affected by
storms, flooding, and fire; War and loss of innocent life
in Israel and Gaza; Victims of gun violence across our
nation; War in Ukraine; refugees; the food-insecure
and economically vulnerable and all affected by the
rise of food costs; the mentally, physically, and
spiritually overwhelmed; renewal for creation, the ill,
dying, and grieving

Members’ Friends: Bruce and Myra McNellie (Jeanne Conner), The Barry’s (Bill and Emily Lee), Ann Myhre (Peggy
Wilkins), Jerry Godwin (Connie Boykin), Betty Peterson (Deb Wallace), Julie Prevoznik (Reggie & Dee Foster), Kenneth
Ennis (Donna Gould), Pete & Pam Harris (Emily Lee), Joyce Blackwood, John Ryan & family (The Lee family), Nancy
Whalen (Kathy Blue), Whitney Wolfang (The Oriel family), Kathy Schumacher (Nancy Waldrop), Bruce Carper (David
Pease), Beth Catlette (Donna Gould), Nikki Little (Kian Miley), Richard Guy (Kevin Wallace), Barbara Porter (Regina
Alexander), Marvin and Suzi Perkins, Steve and Debbie Woliki, Cynthia Sanders (Ruby Miller-Ousley), Edward Pistola
(Komivi Ekoule), Laura Earp (Joe and Cheryle Prater), Jerry Hart (Bruce & Gloria Oelke), Judy Huddleston (Bruce & Gloria
Oelke), Jim Johnson (Sandy Lee), Steve Cicci (Kathy Blue)



"For where two or three
are gathered in my
name, there am I
among them."
Matthew 18:20
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faith formation
Adult Sunday School - Summer Session

ida joy bible study

wednesday night bible study

thursday morning bible study

The Adult Sunday School class will begin the summer edition of The Present Word Bible Study on June 7. This summer
quarter introduces women and men in the Bible who heard God’s call, responded in faith, and spread the good news
through their words and deeds. Our Adult Sunday School class meets every Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. for enriching
discussion and fellowship. Don’t miss this opportunity to grow in faith together! For more information, please contact
Karen Lovering or Mike Koenig.

Please join us on June 9th at 10am in the Ogburn classroom, where we will be studying
Miriam and her impact on Christianity, especially to women, even today. We hope you
will join us as we continue this wonderful, insightful journey into the lives of the women
of the Bible and how we are still influenced by their stories today! (All ages are welcome)
The women truly have a beautiful tapestry to share, and it is exciting to see how we can
apply this to our everyday walk with God. Ida Joy meets on the second Tuesday of the
month at 10am in the Ogburn classroom. It is a wonderful time spent together as
Christian women as we discover these women and ourselves! All you have to do is sit
back and listen as Regina Alexander leads you in this very special study! 

The Wednesday Night Bible Study Group will begin its summer break in June and resume in September. Join us in the fall
on Zoom each Wednesday night at 7:30 for lively discussion and meaningful fellowship. For more information, please
contact Karen Lovering or Mike Koenig.

Thursday Bible Study is finishing up its exploration of the Book of Exodus and will be on a break after June 11th. Anyone
is welcome to join! We meet 1o:00am-11:00am or just a hair after. Contact Rev. Acton with any questions.



June 2026

celebration potluck
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presbyterian women
Lillie circle

During the last year, our circle has been blessed with many opportunities to serve our church and community, study
God’s Word, support each other in prayer and fellowship, and, of course, HAVE FUN! We are on “summer break” until
September 14. For information about Lillie Circle, please contact Sibyl Pedziwiatr at 919-539-0874 (text or call) or email
sunnydays4ever87@gmail.com.

friendship circle

Thanks to the members who attended the May 3rd meeting as well as supported the Potluck luncheon celebrating the
Man of the Year & PW Honorary Life Member. The Friendship Circle will take a break from monthly meetings during the
summer and reconvene in September. We will be helping with sides for Faith Fest on July 19th.  Jane Knabe will hold the
annual planning meeting sometime in August or September. Details will be provided in a future Spire. If you would like
more information about our activities or joining us when we gather back in September, please contact Jane Knabe at
jrknabe66@gmail.com or 919.389.0462 (cell).

prayer shawls
The Prayer Shawl Ministry gave its first shawl in December 2007. Since then, many hands have come together to knit and
crochet shawls. Heartfelt thanks are expressed to those who make the shawls and help send warm wishes and prayers to
those who receive them. On May 24th, a prayer shawl was given to Steve Cici, who is the husband of a friend of Kathy
Blue. Steve had a kidney transplant and is facing several months of medical treatment. A shawl was given to Jean
Tunstall, another friend of Kathy Blue. Jean has a serious condition known as Alpha Gall syndrome, which is a severe
allergy to red meat or mammal-derived products.

The Presbyterian Women and Men of the Church groups combined forces to
hold a VIP Celebration Potluck luncheon to honor the 2026 Man of the Year
and 2026 Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership!  Congratulations
to this year’s recipients: David Pease, Man of the Year and Deb Wallace,
Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership.  Thankfully, we resumed
church services in the Sanctuary which allowed for a smooth Potluck set-up
and transition from the Sunday service to the luncheon and presentations.  It
was a wonderful event.  All thirteen tables were full, the food was fantastic,
we sang happy birthday to Skylar and collected $661 for the Presbyterian
Women Annual Birthday Offering.  Special thanks to Cheryle Prater, Karen
Lovering, Jane Knabe, Donna Gould, Kevin Wallace, Mike Koening and
nomination committees & circles for all the behind-the-scenes efforts.  It
truly was a lovely celebration of our two honorees. 
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celebration potluck

David pease - 2026 Man of the Year

Deb Wallace – 2026 Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership

The First Presbyterian Church of Garner Man of the Year Award is presented in recognition of men who exemplify faithful
Christian service by dedicating their time and talents to their church and community. The year’s Man of the Year
recipient, David Pease, started attending our church in 1968. He officially joined on March 31, 1971. He was very involved
in Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. He served as Junior Assistant Scout Master, earned God and Country through the church
by Sam Burgess under Troop 391, and was awarded his Eagle Scout on March 7, 1972, under Troop 335. He has served as
Elder in 1989, 2008, 2018, and 2026. All four terms he has served on as a member of the Building and Grounds
Committee. Some of David’s committee activities include remodeling the Sanctuary with wood wainscoting & re-staining
pews, remodeling the downstairs bathrooms, fixing the water leak under the fellowship concrete floor, and building the
handrails in the Sanctuary. He is known for his saying when problems pop up…”I can’t, but I know a guy”. His impact to
the Garner and Guatemala community is unmatched. He was the first certified rescue diver with the Garner rescue squad
in 1975. He has been chief of Reds for 37 years and has more rescue and state certifications than can fill the Grand
Canyon. He has organized equipment procurement and training mission trips to Guatemala for 15 years, and in 2010, he
was awarded the Ambassador of Peace to Guatemala . He has coordinated rescue efforts for 18 hurricane deployments.
During deployment for Hurricane Ivan, the team members who participated won a national award for their rescue efforts,
and the Reds team was awarded Rescue of the Year and a letter from the NC Governor. He has a servant’s heart and will
do anything he can to help someone. Thank you, David, for your service to our church and community, and
congratulations!

The Honorary Life Membership program was established in the Presbyterian Church to honor faithful service to the
women’s organization and to the church. More than a thousand women (and a few men) across the country receive this
honor each year. This year’s First Presbyterian Garner Honorary Life Membership recipient, Debra Wallace, has been
involved with our church activities for over 30 years. She has been a member of our church since the early 1990’s. After
joining the church, she and her husband, Kevin, volunteered for many years as Middle School Advisors. She also assisted
with Vacation Bible School back when it was a weeklong event. In 2003, she served the church as a Deacon just when her
daughter Devin was entering elementary school. Over time, she learned that Elder was truly her calling, which she has
served 3 terms: 2007, 2022, and 2025. During her years as Elder, she has been the Finance Chair. She has also been very
involved in the Lillie Circle. She was their Chair for 4 years, which part of her tenure was during the challenging COVID
years. As stated in her nomination forms: “She is a person who helps wherever needed. Joined when we had many young
people. A great person and worker. And always willing to lend a helping hand.”  Others have noted her dedication to her
Lillie Circle sisters in providing transportation to their evening meetings. Kevin remarked that the Lillie Circle brings her
JOY. Since the Lillie Circle has Monday evening meetings, she was able to stay connected to the church and its activities
because there were many Sundays over many years that she was away with Kevin on the Traveling Softball circuit for her
talented daughter, Devin. The Presbyterian Women are happy to recognize Deb Wallace as the 2026 recipient of the
Honorary Life Membership.  Congratulations.



Thank you for submitting your steps and taking charge of your personal wellness. We are making progress in our walk.
Please submit your steps weekly to fpcogwellness@gmail.com. If you have questions or trouble with the website, contact
Martha Long at seventy7tiger@gmail.com or 919-744-0751. 

We are still in Georgia, and bear northwest and walk to see where the Siege of Augusta was fought. Colonel Elijah Cook
and Lt. Colonel James McCall led the attack. The British were under the command of Lt. Colonel Thomas Brown. He
gathered help from the Cherokee Indians, yet the Patriots defeated them. Our next battlefield is at Kettle Creek, Georgia.
This battle was the first major Patriot victory in the backcountry of Georgia. We leave Georgia and walk through the
western part of South Carolina to the Ninety-Six battlefield. (1 on map) This battle was significant because of its location
at the crossroads of trade routes. The population of Ninety-Six, SC, was split between Patriots who wanted independence
and Loyalists who were loyal to Britain. Patriot General Nathaniel Greene was defeated by British Lt. Colonel John
Cruger, who received backup from British Lord Rawdon. Next, we walk north to Cowpens, SC.  During this battle, the
Patriots executed a planned retreat to lure the British forces into a trap. Then they held a strong bayonet charge that
surprised the British and caused their defensive lines to collapse. The British casualties were significantly greater than
those of the Patriots, and the defeat caused General Cornwallis to temporarily abandon South Carolina. We will now walk
through central North Carolina and arrive at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, near present-day Greensboro. Both the
British and Patriots fought a strong battle. It was considered a victory for the British, however General Cornwallis lost 25%
of his men and was unable to pursue Major General Nathaniel Greene, who had retreated. Therefore, the battle was
considered a loss to both sides. Located near Guilford Courthouse is the battlefield of Pyle’s Massacre, which is at
Graham, NC. Patriot Colonel Henry Lee led a surprise attack on the Loyalists, who were commanded by John Pyle. It was
a decisive victory for the Patriots and marked a turning point in the British Southern Campaign. Next, we begin our tour
of Virginia battlefields as we walk to Great Bridge. This battle was very important, as it was the first Patriot victory of the
Revolutionary War. The Patriots forced Lord Dunmore, the British Royal Governor of Virginia, and his
soldiers to evacuate and leave Virginia.
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announcements

virtual revolutionary War Battle Sites Walk

Please come join us in the Fellowship Hall for an Ice Cream Social on Sunday, June 28th at 3:00pm. We will have
delicious ice cream, toppings, cookies, and a special speaker provided from the Missions Ministry on Read and Feed.
Our speaker will be Sherry Shudra, Executive Director of Read and Feed. It is a non-profit organization whose mission is
to strengthen literacy skills among underserved elementary school children and provide meals in a nurturing
neighborhood environment. Reed and Feed partners with Wake County schools to identify children who are at risk and 

ice cream social 
& 

program about read and feed

 below reading level. During each session, each child receives a nourishing, well-balanced meal,
most of which comes from the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle, spends 75 minutes with a tutor
working on their reading skills, and picks out 3 books to take home to build a personal
library. You are all invited to join us for some yummy ice cream and learn more about
how our church can become involved in the Read and Feed program. If you
have questions about the event contact Donna Gould or Kathy Blue.
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mission ministry
annual able to serve game day

Friday, April 24, 2026, dawned sunny and warm, and athletes at Able to Serve were soon to be on the ATS campus,
warming up for the annual day of competition, which included running and racing heats, bocce ball competitions, and
ball throwing. Having been invited to join the Cheer Squad, the FPCoG Missions Team came to make lots of noise and
wave pompoms (thank you Friendship Circle for lending the pompoms) for the Parade of Athletes, followed by a prayer
and beautiful singing of the National Anthem by participant Camille. Those from the Missions Team (Missioneers) able
to join in were Christy Turpin, Kathy Blue, Chris Turpin, Jerry Page, Lucy Paradies, and Pastor Ben Acton.
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503 Lakeside Dr.
Garner, NC 27529

Phone: 919-772-0727

Pastor: 
pastor@firstpresbyterianchurchgarner.com

Admin Assistant: 
administration@firstpresbyterianchurchgarner.com

Director of Music Ministries: 
music@firstpresbyterianchurchgarner.com
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